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THE MILLENNIUM, 



PART I. 

A VERY glorious Era is universally expected to come 
on the earth before the end of time, called the 
Millennium^ or the thousand years, when Christ shall 
reign on the earth, and the kingdom be given to the 
Saints. It is expressly said of this period of time, 
in the language of prophecy, that the kingdoms of this 
world are to become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Christ : that the saints shall reign, and that 
holiness shall cover the whole earth. 

From the time sin came into the world, and covered 
the earth with darkness, the Sun of Righteousness has 
been gradually rising to view, to dispel this darkness. 
The light of life at the beginning, in the days of Abel, 
was small and glimmering, but has been brightening 
from age to age, and vnll continue to shine more and 
more to the perfect day. From the Creation to ifie 
coming of the Messiah, little was known of the glory 
of Christ, to what is now known under the dispensa- 
tion of the Spirit. And all that is now known of the 
mysteries of Christ and the glory of his kingdom, is 
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2 THE MILLENNIUM : 

no more than a twilight to the great gospel- sabbath 
that is to come on the earth. It is then, that the Sun 
of Righteousness will shine with peculiar splendour, 
power and glory. 

Some of those that have written on the Millennium, 
differ widely in their description of its nature and 
character. Some sink it far too low, while others 
exalt it much higher than the Scripture gives them 
any authority. All the information that we can have 
on the subject, must be found in the Scriptures of 
truth. As our information of the Millennium is con- 
veyed to us chiefly in the language of prophecy, the 
time and circumstances are not destinctly marked ; 
yet the character and leading features of that remark- 
able period are so clearly revealed, that they cannot 
easily be misunderstood by any fair inquirer after 
truth. 

I wish to apprize the reader thus early, that it is far 
from my intention or desire to enter i\\^ field of contro- 
versy with any class of men. My only aim, is, to 
give a fair statement of what appears to me plain 
matters of fact. 1 shall now proceed to give the 
most correct description of the nature and character 
of that glorious Era, according to the best views that 
I can form of it. 

It is evident to all, that the leading features of the 
Millennium, will be these two things : — The great 
reduction and lessening of all evils, both of sin and 
suffering, throughout the whole world ;— and the vast 
increase of good, of holiness and happiness from the 
rising of the sun to the going down of the same. It 
will be a period of brilliant light, when the darkness 
shall flee away. 



SATAN BOUND AND BANISHED. 3 

Sbction I. — Satan bound and banished* 

At the commenoement of this era, Satan will be 
sent out of this world, and cast into hell, and confined 
there for a thousand years — By the term Satan, we 
are to understand all the myriads of fallen angels, 
who now go ^' to and fro, through the earth, seeking 
whom they may devour," 

'^ And I saw an Angel come down from heaven, 
having the key of the bottomless pit, and a great 
chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the Dragon, 
that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and 
bound him a thousand years, and cast him into the 
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon 
him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till 
the thousand years should be fulfilled." Rev. xx. 
1—3. 

I. This angel that comes down from heaven is no 
other than the Great Angel of the covenant, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. For it is he alone, that has the dominion 
over Satan and his angels. It is he alone that can 
bind the strong man armed : and it is he that has the 
keys of hell and of death. He binds Satan, casts him 
into the bottomless pit, and confines him there for a 
thousand years, so that he will not be able to tempt 
and deceive the nations during that period. 

Thb confinement of Satan will be of incalculable 
benefit to the world. This must be evident to all, 
when they consider what immense evil and mischief 
he produceth through the whole world, while he is 
permitted to tempt, delude, and ensnare the nations 
upon earth. The sins of the world are innumerable as 
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4 THE MILLENNIUM : 

the sand of the feh. All these are committed against 
the great and holy God by the iostigation of the grand 
adversarj' of God and man. 

Satan's plan, aim and efTort, is, to drive God out of 
this tower world, that he himself may reign without 
a rival, and have an universal empire over the whole 
human race. He strives with all arls and energies to 
extinguish the light of divine truth, and to plunge all 
nations into the horrible darkness of ignorance and 
unbelief, so that they may be his willing slaves and 
captives. 

Satan has succeeded in accomplishing his plans and 
purposes, to an alarming degree. This yon will 
confess and lament, the moment you survey the present 
state of the world. He has awfully deluded the 
nations, and turned them away from the living and 
true God, to worship false and dead gods, which are 
no gods, and can do nothing for them. It is computed 
that there are four hundred millions that are Heathens 
who worship stocks and stones. The Mahometans 
also, which consist of many nations, are the disciples 
and followers of a false prophet, instead of Christ. 
The Papists, likewise, which are many Millions, 
worship the Beast and his image ; and the whole 
nation of Jews reject the Messiah, When all these, 
with all nominal Christians, are added together, 
wilt evidently appear that Satan has prevailed to e 
alarming degree, in deluding the nations upon earth ; 
and that the real Church of God, in the nineteenth 
century, is but as a small garden in the midst of a 
wild and extensive wilderness. 

The mischief th&t Satan is now doing in the world, 
beyond all conception, ^eat. Man, indeed, from ' 
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the corruption of his nature, would disobey and rebel, 
if there was no tempter. But it will admit of a 
doubt, whether any sin was ever committed, but 
Satan had a hand in it. Yet man is not exempted 
from g^ilt, because he sins by being tempted. Doubt- 
less, myriads of sins never would have been committed, 
had it not been for the influeuce and excitement of the 
tempter ; and the human race would not have been 
half so wicked and miserable, if Satan had not been 
among them, to tempt, deceive, and torment them. 

If. To have the great enemy of our salvation 
banished from the earth, and confined in hell, will be 
of itself an immejise benefit to them that shall then 
dwell on the earth. Were the Millennium to consist 
of nothing more than this deliverance, it would pro- 
duce the most marvellous change in the condition of 
mankind. They will then be free from all his tiery 
darts, entangling snares, and subtle allurements, to 
draw them into sin, and disobedience to God. 
When Satan is confined, his whole kingdom upon 
earth wilt be ruined, and he can have no more 
dominion over the minds of men during his confinement. 
The greatness and happiness of this deliverance, is 
such as no tongue can express, or heart conceive. It 
far exceeds all comparisons. The liberation of the 
slaves in the West Indies, though g;reat and blessed, 
yet is as nothing to what raen will experience uuder 
the Millennium, when they are liberated from the 
tyranny and misery of Satan's dominion. Were men 
confined for years in a dark and dismal dungeon, and 
afterwards brought forth to light and liberty, their 
gladness and rejoicing would be great. What then 
will he the joy and triumphs of mankind, when they 
B 3 
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are delivered from being captives to Satan, and broi^bt ' 
forth into the liberty of the children of God ? 

While Satan is at liberty to go to and fro tbrougb 
the earth seeking whom he may devour, the injwy 
and misery that he occasions to the children of men, 
is intiijite. Satan works on all the evil propensities 
that dwell in our fallen nature, and strives to stir tbem 
up into acts of rebellion against the Most Bigh. He 
darkens the mind, blinds the eyes, hardens the heart, 
and tills the soul with unbelief ; aversion to holiness, 
and delight in sensuality and all manner of evil. He 
strives earnestly and incessantly, to nourish in the 
hearts of the children of men, all the evil and malig- 
nant tempers of our fallen nature ; such as anger. 
malice, revenge, hatred, jealousy, pride, selfishness, 
and all other lusts and abominations. — But when Satan 
is bound, there will be no enemy IVom without to 
lempt men to these or any other evils. 

Christians will no longer have to wrestle against 
principal! ties, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedtiess in 
high places, nor against any of the wiles of the Devil, 
after he is banished from the earth, and chained in the 
deep abyss ; but every one throughout the whole 
world shall enjoy peace and quietness, to sit down 
under his own vine and his own fig-tree, to enjoy the 
pleasures of religion. Though this release from the 
war with Satan and his temptations, would of itself 
form a heaven upon earth, yet is it but a small part oC 
the glory of the Millennium. It is no more than clear- 
ing the ground for the erection of a splendid palace. 



OUTPOURING OF THE SPIRIT. 7 

Section II. — The Outpouring of the Spirit. 

At that day, God will pour down of his Spirit on 
the whole worid> in the most abundant and extra- 
ordinary maaner, which will form quite a new Era. 
The whole period of the gospel is called, the dispen- 
sation of the Spirit. He doubtless was in the Church 
from the beginiiing, the Jewish nation was but 
sprinkled with him. Until the death of Christ, the 
Holy Spirit is called, *' The promise of the Father," 

shew that he wonld be shed abroad more copiously 
on the Christian Church. But, of the gospel sabbath^ 
the Lord saith by the mouth of his holy Prophets, 
that he will pour down his Spirit upon all nations. 
Among many more places, he saith in Joel ii. *' I 
will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh," or all 
mankind. 

This out-pouring of the Spirit, will not, as hereto- 
fore, be partial, but general, upon all nations, '* from 
the rising of the sun, to the going down of the same." 
*' They shall be all taught of God, from the least to 
the greatest." The Holy Spirit will now come to 
claim the nations for Christ, as his rightful property, 
and purchased possession. The Spirit will now be 
poured down on all people, and on all classes : upon 
sons and upon daughters, upon servants, and upon 
handmaids ; so that, '* all flesh shall see the salvation 
of God." 

The Spirit will then be given, not only generally, 
but also powerfully, in the most plentiful manner. 
He will be poured down so abundantly, as to carry 
all before it. It will be like an overflowing river. 
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shallow indeed at the beginning, but widening ood 
deepening as it flows through the ages. The effusion 
of the Spirit is like iEzekiel's waters, which at first 
reaches to the ancles, then to the knees, then to the 
loins : and at last becomes a great river which cannot 
be paased over. When the Spirit is thus poured 
down from on high, the greatest and most blessed 
effects will follow ; such as these — 

I. The Millennium will be a period of extraordinary 

light and knowledge. At present the world is under 

great darkness, the light of life is as yet very partially 

given to men, and extends over but a small part of the 

earth ; but then the light of the word of God will be 

general over all the world: "the gospel shall be 

preached unto all nations ; " the veil and the covering 

caat over all nations, shall be removed : and they who 

walk in darkness, shall come forth into the light of 

life. The Sun of Righteousness shall then arise and 

shine on all the nations which now sitin darkness, and 

the shadow of death. " They shall all kuowthe Lord." 

The light of the gospel, shall not only be general, 

but also far more bright and powerful than in the 

present day. It is yet but twilight or the dawn of 

day ; then the sun will shine forth in its meridian 

splendour. "The light of the moon shall be as the 

light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be 

sevenfold, as the light of seven days." Consequently, 

the gospel will come with far more power, and produce 

I greater effects on the souls of men ; it will open their 

r eyes, strengthen their understanding, and sanctify their 

I beartj and lives ; and that to a far higher degree than 

in any former period of time. When the faculties of 

i the soul are thus enlarged, and talents improved, all 
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Ikiseful kDowletlge of every kind will of course be 
vastly on the increase, and made the best use of. 
The light of the gospel, in those days, will be so 
bright and powerful, that it will convince and convert 
all natioDs, both Jews and Gentiles, and restore them 
to the Christian Church. — The people of the God of 
Abraham, at the very commencement of the thousand 
years, will be gathered from among the nations, 
whither they are scattered, and be reingrafted in their 
own olive tree. God is able, and most assuredly will 
graft them in again. And likewise the idolatrous 
Heathen Nations wilt, in that day, be given to Christ 
as his inheritance and purchased possession. So there 
shall be one fold and one Shepherd— Yea, all nationa 
will now flow into Zion, like rivers to the sea. " And 
it shall come to pass in the last days, that the moun- 
tain of the Lord's house shall be established in the 
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the 
hills; and all nations shall How unto it. And many 
people shall go and say. Come ye, and let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 

»;]acob ; and he will leach us of his ways, and we 
yill walk in his paths." laa. ii. 2, -3. Micah iv. 42. 
' When this universal Jiow shall take place, all ranks 
and characters. Kings, Princes, and all sorts of people 
down to the lowest grade, will be converted and brought 
to Zion. These conversions will be very rapid, though 

»Uiey may be gradual ; A nation shall be born in a 
day, of the Jews tirst, then of the Gentiles. " The 
Lord God which gathereth the outcasis of Israel, 
saith, yet will I gather others to him, beside those 
that are gathered unto him ; " Isaiah Ivi. 8. It is said 
of Christ, in Daniel vii. 14. " And there was given 
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him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom^ that aB 
people y nations and languages, should serve him ; hi& 
dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed." Hasten the time, O Lord, when the 
reign of thy grace shall be universal, when thou shalt 
'* be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and be the glory 
of thy people Isrnel, and when all nations shall serve 
the Lord, and glory in his salvation." 

II. It will be a period of very remarkable holiness, 
both for extent and power — holiness will be general : 
not as at present, existing in a few countries, and in 
few persons only, but will extend over the whole earth 
to its utmost bounds, and no one nation left under the 
dominion of sin. Holiness will be general though not 
universal. It is too much to assert that there will be 
no christless souls in those days; but it is evident 
that open and gross transgressions will be suppressed, 
and that holiness will reign over all nations and people. 
For it is said in Isa. xl. 21. *' Thy people also shall 
be all righteous." " And that the knowledge of the 
Lord shall cover the earth, as the waters cover the 
sea." Princes, Priests, and people, will be a holy 
people. 

Holiness will not only be general throughout all 
nations ; but also powerful. The religion of Christ 
shall be the grand concern and leading business of 
mankind. Hitherto, worldly affairs chiefly occupy 
the attention of men, and religion is in general but 
little thought of ; but when the kingdom is given ta 
the saints, the religion of God will have the pre- 
eminence, and will in every respect be uppermost, 
and all worldly concerns made subservient to it. 
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Holiness and righteousness, peace and joy in believing, 
are the things that will then govern and carry away 
the hearts of men. 

Even their temporal concerns and occupations will 
in a sense be made spiritual, and consecrated to God, 
as an acceptable service. In whatever station 
men will be placed, and whatsoever work is given 
them to do, they will do it heartily as unto the Lord, 
and will consider themselves in every thing, the ser- 
vants of the Lord Christ. And, therefore, '* whether 
they eat or drink, or whatsoever they do, they will do 
all to the glory of God ; and in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. They will live, not unto themselves, but unto 
him who loved them, and gave himself for them." 
This is the only way to have real and true enjoyment 
of earthly things. Holiness will then reign over 
all earthly things. " In that day shall there be upon 
the bells of the horses, houness unto the lord." 
Zech. xiv. 20. 

III. It will also be a period of great happiness — 
When we consider the state of the world at that time, 
it cannot be otherwise than happy. It will be a world 
full of gospel light and true holiness, it must therefore 
be a world full of happiness and enjoyment. During 
the thousand years they must be very happy for these 
reasons : men of all ranks and stations will be found 
in their own proper place, doing their own duty to- 
wards God and towards man. 

1. They will do their duty towards God. They 
will obey and serve God faithfully : worship him with 
reverence and godly fear : they will love the Lord 
with all their hearts, and delight to run the way of his 
commandments : they will adorn the doctrine of God 
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Ota SaTwur in all UuagB, and tlieiT coo-nrsaotm will 
be Mjcb as becmneth Uie GospeL And tbey wUl bold 
vweet communjoci uu) fcUowsbip with tbe Fatber aad 
witb Um Son. Men that lire in this bearenly aamaer 
caanut but be happy. 

2. Tbey will also do their duty towards one another. 
They will love as brethren, and act as members of tbe 
■Rme body. Selfishness will be greatly d<Hie away : 
tbey will feel and act as members of the one family of 
Chriat ; care for one another's welfare, bear one 
BAuther's burden, we«p with them tbat weep, and 
rejoice with them that do rejoice, and be ready to com- 
municate. All the malignant passions of fallen nature, 
■uch as hatrtd, malice, pride, envy, jealousy, an^r, 

revenge, will be kept in subjecUon by tbe retgn 
grace. And all tbe amiable, benevolent, and lovely 
[ualities of tbe human mind, such as meekness, kind- 
ipatby and brotherly love, will be in full 
MerciM in every society. It is in those days that 
ill learn effectually "to love their aeighboui as 
theroaelveH." And when men do so from love to 
Chriat, tbey must be a most happy people. 

3. And in those days men will do their duty towards 
ikctiuelvet. They will no longer waste llieir time, 
bury their talents, and abuse their bodies ; but wilt be 
temperate, sober, chaste, and regular in all things: 
til viui^s will be laid aside, and all virtues practised, 
when men come to be eminently holy. What lills the 
wliolo earth with such autferings and miseries, but the 
misconduct of men towards God, their neighbours and 
themselves. ^Vhen men arc restored to their duties 
in all ihvMi respects, and made holy in a holy world, 
Uxtir ui^uyment and happineaa must be truly great. 
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4. The following circumstances will also very mate- 
I tially contribute to the happiness of mankind in the 
l'4ays of the Millennium. 

viU of sin and suffering, will be greatly reduced 

Pb the world. When mankind shall become less sinful, 

BjUid return to the service of God ; then God will lay 

side his anger and remove the curse from the earth, 

■ And will pour his blessing upon it, to make it abun- 
■'dantly fruitful like Eden, or Canaan, a land Howing 
■with milk and honey. 

Wars will cease to the end of the earth. "And 
I they shall beat their swords into plow-shares, and 

ears into pruning-houks : nation shall not lift 
Kvp sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 

ire." Isa. ii. 4. What a source of happiness 
P^will this be to the world ! 

ases of all kinds will doubtless greatly disap- 
k^ar, during the Millennium ; not a few of which are 

■ the natural fi'uits of intemperance, such as drunken- 
:, gluttony, licentiousness, and many other irregu- 

[riarities. When these evils are laid aside and men 
become sober, chaste and temperate in all things, they 
will enjoy the blessings of health, strength and cheer- 
fulness. God will no longer afflict the earth with his 
four sore judgments of plague, pestilence, famine and 
the sword. This state of things will very mate- 
rially contribute to men's happiness, during the thou- 
sand years. 

IV. It will also be a period of great prosperity to 
the Church of God, both in spiritual and temporal 
concenis. 

]. Now the kingdom will be given to the Saints. 
Id all preceding ages, the world had the dominion and 
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rule over the Church ; but in futute the Church shall 
have the pre-eminence and government over the world : 
for the church and the world will then become one, and 
the kin^oma of the earth will be swallowed up in the 
kingdom of the Saints. " And the kingdom and 
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the 
Saints of the Most High. And they shall reign with 
Christ lor a thousand years, on the earth." 

2. The Church shall then be exceedingly proiperous 
in all spirilaal concerns. The religion of Christ will 
take the lead of all other concerns ; it will he upper- 
most in all human transactions, and will be the leodine 
business of the whole world ; " They will seek first 
the kingdom of God and his rightcousiieBs." All ranks 
of men, high and low, rich and poor together, will 
devote themselves to God, and strive above all things, 
to further the interest of his kingdom. The work of 
sanctilicatiun will proceed rapidly every where ; the 
universal Church will be full of the Holy Ghost, and 
if the fruits of the Spirit of holiness and righteoas- 
of peace and joy, of harmony and love, and of 
' virtue that can adorn the Christian character, or 
intribute to human happiness. 

The number of godly will be immensely greater than 

ever, and their piety far more eminent than in any 

former period of time : the communion of Saints will 

ils highest and finest stale; and there will 

but little to interrupt their happiness in God, and 

igress in spirituality, holiness and joy. For Satan 
will be bound, all anti-christs slain, and sin subdued. 
80 the world will be a spiritual, holy world, tvhich 
(hall reign with Christ for a thousand years. 



OUTPOURING OF THE SPIRIT. 15 

3. This will be a period of very remarkable prosper 
rity with the Church in temporal things also. Every 
thing will conspire together to enrich her ; men will 
be industrious and economical, wise and diligent in 
managing their affairs : the earth also, under the bless- 
ings of heaven, will be rendered most fertile and 
productive ; trades and commerce likewise will be in 
a most flourishing state. See Isaiah xxx. 23 — 25. 
Amos ix. 13. 

And in those days, men will be disposed to make 
the best use of their earthly treasures, not to aggrandize 
themselves and families, and gratify their various lusts ; 
but all ranks of people, kings, princes and people will 
consecrate their wealth, their influence and their all, to 
the service of God, and to the promotion of true reli- 
gion in the world : beiqg under the reign of grace, all 
selfishness, avarice and pride will be subdued ; self- 
denial, liberality and brotherly love will be cultivated 
by all, by the kings of the earth and all people: 
'' Kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens 
thy nursing mothers." The Gentile nations also, will 
enrich the Church of God with their abundance. 
*' Thou shalt also suck the milk of the Gentiles, and 
shall suck the breasts of kings." It will be the chief 
concern of all ranks of men, in all lands, to reign with 
Christ, and promote the interest of his kingdom upon 
earth. 

V. It will be a period of great order, peace, and 
quietness, of love and unity, of joy and triumph, 

1 . A time of great order and regularity in the Church 
of Christ. Hitherto the Church is in a very disorderly 
state; torn into a thousand pieces; abounding with 
false teachers, heresies and schisms; and marred with the 
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ungodly livesof professors. Id the milknaial kingdom, 
strict order and regularity will be every where observed. 
The ministers of that day will be men of God, who 
will faithfully proclaim the pure gospel of the Son of 
God — none but proper men will be raised to ph 
power and authority. All ranks of men will be put 
in their proper places to do their proper work, so that 
ail the affairs of the Church will be conducted with 
order and regularity, like one grand and well-regulated 
machine, of numerous wheels. 

2. It will b<; a time of peace and quietness to ths 
Church of God. In all ages, preceding the Millen- 
nium, the Church was like Moses's burning bush, 
always on fire, yet never consumed ; always hated, 
persecuted, harassed and distressed, by Satan and his 
agents. Now persecution will cease, and the Church 
shall have rest. The kingdom will now be given to 
the Saints, and peace shall reign through all the earth, 
for a thousand years. " Violence shall no more be 
heard in thy land ; wasting nor destruction within thy 
borders: but thou shalt call thy walls salvation, and 
thy gates praise. And I will extend peace to her like 
a river, saith the Lord ; the nation and kingdom that 
will not serve thee, shall perish, yea, those nations 
shall be utterly wasted." 

S. It will be a time of love and unity to the whole 
Church of Christ. The love of God will be shed 
abroad in every heart, which will be as a cement to 
unite the living stones in the holy temple. Brotherly 
love also, will then prevail every where, and unite the 
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people of God, as one body, " knit together by Joints ^J 
aiid hands." Heavenly love will theu flow through ^M 
the whole body, and every member of it. They will ^M 
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love as brethren, and love fervently, " not in tongue, 
but in deed and in truth," Tliia divine affection will 
pervade the whole Church of God, and constrain them 
" Ui love God, and to love one another, with a pure 
heart fervently." 

Thia pure love will happily unite the members of 
Chiist, till they are of one heart and one mind. Then 
the Christian nation will be like a " happy city that is 
compact together," keeping the " unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace." All Christians will then be truly 
one in Christ. " One body, one Spirit, one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all." From 
henceforth there will bo no schism in the body ; but 
harmony and concord will rt-ign through all the streets 
of Sion, till they all, with one mind and one mouth, 
do glorify God and adore the Lamb. 

4. It will, finally, be a time of gieai jo>j and triumph. 
It will, indeed, be a time of mighty and universal jog, 
like that of Israel when they sang the song of Moses 
and the Lamb, for delivering them out of the hands of 
their enemies, and giving them a safe shelter under the 
wings of mercy. It will be like the joy of harvest, 
when they reap abundantly, the fruits of what had 
been sown by prophets, apostles and martyrs. In 
those days they will have clearer views of the glory of 
Immanuel, and more intimate communion with htm, 
than ever ; and when they feast with him, and he with 
them, they will cry exuUingly, " God my exceeding 
joy," for they will then teel assured that God is 
become their salvation, and will be their portion and 
iheritance for ever. 

n those days, tbe Church of God over all the earth, 
1 greatly triumph in the I*ord Jesus Christ, and 
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joyfully sing, "This God is our God forever and ever, 
he will be our guide even unto death," They cannot 
but triumph, when their warfare is over, and their vic- 
tories complete 1 they may well triumph wheu Satan is 
chained, siu dethroned, the world subdued and heaven 
secured. Their highest triumphs will be in the bril- 
liant victories which Christ hath obtained for them, 
and to him will they ascribe the glory of their salva- 
tion for ever in heaven, in loud hosannahs and songs of 
praises, saying, " Worthy is the Lamb." &c. 

3, Though the kingdom is given to the SainU for a 
thousand years, yet it will be & militant slate. Though , 
their grand adversary, the devil, can no longer tempt 
nor injure them, yet they have in-dwelling cuiruptions 
to contend with. When they are dead to sin, still aitr 
is not dead in them. Their conquests are truly great, 
yet the warfare is not at an end. Sin will live in them i 
while they continue to live in the body. Their death 
is a proof of this ? for the sinless cannot die. Perfection 
belongs to heaven alone. Death divides between the 
militant and the triumphant stale of the Church of God. 



Neither Paul nor Apollos 

till they were present with the Lord, 

and beyond death. 
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think, that every individual will be t 

the Millennial kingdom. Neither hai 

lo believt! that any one of the Saints v 

the earth, though they all shall, at the last, appeai 

without sin unto salvation. The children of men will 

increase and multiply till the day that Christ shall 
le to judgment, and to consume the earth. When- 
■ the saints are made perfect, they will neither 
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marry nor be given in marriage, but be as the Angels 
of God. So long as the Church of Christ dwells on 
the earth, it will continue to be the Church militant, 
whose warfare will not be completely over till Christ, 
from the realms of glory, shall say, '* Come up hither, 
and sit down with me, on my throne." 

6. Thus have I giv'en a short sketch of the character 
of the Millennial kingdom according to the correctest 
view that I can form of it. It will doubtless be a ifew 
era in the world, a very remarkable period of time, far 
superior in all excellences to any period preceding it, 
though not a state of sinless perfection. 

Satan shall be bound and banished from the earth 
for a thousand years. The Holy Ghost shall be poured 
down abundantly, on Jews and Gentiles. The 
gospel of the kingdom shall be faithfully and power- 
fully proclaimed to all nations, even to the ends of the 
earth. The light of life will greatly banish darkness, 
and holiness reign throughout the world ; then, of 
course, men cannot but be happy. It will be a period 
of very extraordinary prosperity with the Church of 
God, both in temporal and spiritual concerns : it will 
be fiill of peace and plenty, unity and love ; and the 
" Lamb's wife beautifully adorned, and glorious within." 

When the Church is thus blessed with all spiritual 
blessings in Christ Jesus, and filled with holiness and 
happiness, there will be no complaining in our streets ; 
" but the voice of melody will be heard in the taber- 
nacles of the righteous ; " the voice of joy and triumph 
will be heard from the rising of the sun to the going 
down of the same, for the kingdom is given to the 
Saints, and the Lord God omnipotent reigneth over 
all the earth. ** The year of jubilee is come," will be 
joyfully sung through all the streets of Sion. 
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OF THE COMING OF CHRIST ; OF HIS KINGDOM, 
AND HIS ItBIGK. 

Section 1.— Of the Coming of Christ. 

1. There are several comings of Christ, for different 
purposes, meutioued in the New Testament, which do 
Dot mean his coming in person, but by hia Spirit. 1 
comes, at times, in the way of mercy, to pour 1 
benelits and blessings on mankind, and at other times, 
to execute judgments on the guilty. 

2. We read of his coming to deHroy Jerusalem, 
He saith to his disciples, " Ye shall not have gone 
over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be con 
Mat. X. 23. Again, when he is about punishing the 
Jewish Church and nation , he saith, that he shall c( 
and destroy the husbandmen, and give the vineyard to 
others. Luke se. IG. And likewise, he tells 
sleepy Church of Sardis, " I will come on thee as & 
thief, and thou shall not know what hour I will come 
upon thee." Rev. iii. 3. 

9. It is also frequently said that Christ is coming, 
when nothing more is meant than that he is about 
bestowing some peculiar blessing and ^reat benefit oa 
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his people, as id John xiv. where he says to his disci- 
ples, " I will not leave you comfortless, I will come 
to you. If any man love me, he will keep my words, 
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto 
him, and make our abode with him." Many more 
such instances might easily be produced. 

4. In 1 Thess. iv. 16, it is written that Christ is 
coming to raise Ike dead. Then many expected him 
to come immediately. To correct this mistake, St. 
Paul tells them, in his second epistle. He will not 
come soon to raise the dead, for anti-christ must first 
be destroyed ; and then goes on to show by what means 
it should be destroyed, " with the spirit of his mouth 
and the brightness of his coming," that is, by his word, 
and by the power of hisSpirit accompanying the word. 
It would be a strange confusion of ideas to consider 
these two comings of Christ as one, and the same, when 
it is expressly stated that he comes for very different 
purposes. First, to destroy anti-christ, and describes 
the manner of doing it; then to raise the dead, which 
will not take place till he comes to judgment, at the 
end of time. 

6, Christ will unquestionably come at the Millen- 
nium, He will come by his Spirit to extend his king- 
dom and the dominion of his grace. It is no where 
said that he will then make his personal appearance, 
nor is it any where called his second coming. We 
have no more reason to expect that Christ will visibly 
appear at the Millennium, any more than at the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, or the day of Pentecost — 
applying to the Millennium those Scriptures which 
belong to Christ's second advent, to judge the world, 
IB a poor shift to get rid of difficulties. 
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II. Of the Kingdom of Christ. 

1. We read of the kuigdom of God, of Christ, and 
of heaven. These three are one and the same kingdom , 
which is differently described, according to the subject 
with which it is connected. — It means the gospel dis- 
pensation, the visible church, the spiritual dominion of 
Christ, the reign of grace in the hearts of his people, 
and the inheritance of the Saints in light — every student 
of the Scripture will easily see that his kingdom implies 
all these. I shall consider it chiefly as the spiritual 
dominion of Christ ; and the reign of his grace. We 
have now stated what is meant by his kingdom. 

2. When, or at what period of time, was the king- 
dom of Christ set up on the earth ? The answer must 
be, it was as early as he had a Church on the earth. 
For his Church, and what is connected with it, is his 
kingdom. He never had a Church but he exercised 
spiritual dominion over it, and governed it with his 
saving reigning grace. 

While Jesus stood on the earth, he saith to his dis- 
ciples, *^ Verily I say unto you, there be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till they see the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom." Mat. xvi. 28. 
All sinners which obtain mercy, are translated iiroiii 
the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom of God*s dear 
Son. They triumph in this act of mercy and say, " God 
hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son." 
Col. i. 13. To quote texts or use arguments to prove 
that Christ now reigns in his kingdom on the earth, is 
full as needless as to light candles to see the sun. — 
Read and judge. 

3. The kingdom of Christ is a growing kingdom. 
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It was very small at first, like a grain of mustard seed, 
but is now become a great tree, whose branches are 
still spreading. This is the stone cut out without 
hands, which will swell into a great mountain that will 
in the end, fill the whole earth. — The kingdom of 
Christ was small in the days of his flesh. It grew fast 
in the time of the apostles. It greatly increased dur- 
ing the reign of Constantine and at the reformation. 
It is still growing by the spread of the gospel, among 
the heathen nations. But will grow most rapidly of 
alL, during the thousand years of the latter day glory. 

As the kingdom of Jesus is a growing kingdom, the 
children of grace have cried in every age, " Thy king- 
dom come;'' which is the same as to say. Let thy 
kingdom grow in power and glory. The Spirit and 
the bride shall cry, come Lord Jesus, and will never 
cease to cry so, till he comes on the clouds of heaven 
to judge the world in righteousness, and to gather his 
people to eternal glory. Though the kingdom of Christ 
grows and extends, yet his power and authority to 
govern his kingdom can never grow or increase, being 
perfect from the beginning. It is a self-evident truth 
that Christ was never without a kingdom to govern, 
since he has had a Church on the earth. And it is 
equally certain that he never had a kingdom, but he 
dwelt in it and governed it. He dwelleth in Zion, and 
there is his throne, and seat of judgment. 

4. Some will tell you *' that Christ will come at the 
commencement of the Millennium to set up his king- 
dom; " which implies, either, that he had no kingdom 
before, or that he has more than one. Doubtless he 
was a King when he stood before Pilate, and before 
then. But was he King without a kingdom ? or, had 
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be a kingdom which he did not govern ? Or, ib he ta ' 
have a new kingdom at the Millennium? Noj he, aa 
Mediator, never had, and never will have, but one and 
the aame kingdom: and that he always lived in, and 
governed, from the time it was first formed ; and it 
was formed as early as the gospel of the kingdom was 
preached in the world, and a visible Church esta~ 
blished. It is, therefore, nothing short of folly to talk 
about setting up his kingdom at some future period. 
Nothing more evident than that Christ, from the begin- 
ning of the gospel dispensation, was King in Zion and 
governed his kingdom. And if so, it is all vanity to 
talk of his coming at some future period, to set up his , 
kingdom. The Lord Jesus, during the thousand years, i 
will, doubtless, very widely extend the boundaries of I 
his gospel kingdom, and greatly increase its beautyl 
and glory. More than this, we have no ground MM 
expect. 

III. Of the Government and reign of Christ, 
1. The Lord Jesus Christ^ now sealed on the ikronA 
of his kingdom ; as King of kings, he 
nations upon earth, and hia kingdom ruleth over aH.J 
But as King of SainU, Win throne is in Zion. Hb| 
dwelleth in the midst of Israel to take care of them,] 
to protect and defend them, and to supply all their 
wants, according to his riches in glory. 

To say that Christ does not reign over his spiritual^ 
kingdom, till the Millennium, contradicts the divine 
testimony and notorious facts. He was invested with 
the offices of King, Priest, and Prophet, at one and 
the same time. Christians would be greatly staggered 
to hear after all, that hitherto tliey have had no king 
on the throne of Israel, but that they shall have one 
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hBreafter. If so, how can the children of Sion now be 
joyful in their king? 

Our Lord and Saviour will have no new throne to 
sit upon, nor a new kingdom to govern. As Mediator, 
he never had, and never will have, but one kingdom. 
This will grow, during the thousand years, into a great 
mountain that will fill the whole earth, and appear in 
its splendour and glory. What now exists will grow 
into greater maturity at the time of the Millennium. 
We have no ground to look for any other change, only 
that the subjects of Christ will be far more numerous, 
and more h^ppy. 

2. Some would have us believe that Christ will come 
in person and dwell on the earth for a thottsand years. 
There have been some good men, at different ages, who 
held this doctrine ; but it was never kept up long toge- 
ther, and is, at length, greatly exploded. There are 
a few pious persons in our own day, that make some 
effort to revive it ; but with no great prospect of suc- 
cess. We all know that it is said that the Saints shall 
reign with Christ a thousand years, on the earth. 

They may be with Christ and Christ with them, 
when he is not with them in person, but by his Spirit. 
He saith to his disciples, in John xiv. ^' T will come 
to you," when he only sends his Spirit to comfort 
them. And when he sends his apostles to preach the 
gospel, he saith, " Lo, I am with you alway, even to 
the end of the world." Yet we all know that he is 
only with them by his Spirit, and not in person. In 
the same way shall the Saints be with Christ, for a 
thousand years. 

But, it is said that the Saints shall reign with Christ 
a thousand years. Yes, and Saints always have reigned 
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with him, and triumphed always in Christ, when 
was ID heaven and they on the earth. — The reign 
Christ indeed will he far, very far, more extensive and 
glorious during the Millennium than ever before. 
Hitherto, Satan, the god of this world, hath reigned 
in and over the greater part of mankind, but then Sataoi 
shall be cast out, and Christ will reign unnvaled ovta 
all the earth ; his empire will be universal. I 

As we find not io much as one test in the whoW 
Scripture which tells us that Christ will appear b 
person on the eartii before the end of time, we are con- 
strained to reject that doctrine altogether. Attempt- 
ing to establish it on inferences and deductions, is 
building on the sand, and not on the rock of truth. 
Whatever is an object of faith is always plainly 
reTeakd in the inspired word of God. 

3. The Millenarians will tell you, that Christ 
come to reign on the throne of his father David, n 
they plead he never yet has done. David and 
kingdom, were types of Christ and of his kingdi 
and these types are fulfilled in Christ. 
take this passage literally, it comes to this, Christ 
must reign over the house of Jacob or Israel (Hilf> 
for David reigned over none else. But the Lord tin 
Saviour is to have the Heathen for his inheril 
as well as his people Israel, that his dominion may 
universal. 

David's kingdom was of this world, and if CI 
must come literally tu sit on David's throne, 
kingdom also must be of this world, which, I 
persuaded the pious part of the Millenarians 
mean to say. There ate indeed certain classes of reli- 
gionists, in our day, who speak and act, as if they really 
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believed that the kingdom of the Redeemer was of this 
world ; otherwise they never would strive so earnestly 
for the world, nor fight so vehemently against the Chris- 
tian Church, as by law established in these Realms. 

Though I have no contest with the Millenarians, 
yet for the sake of those who wish for information on 
the nature and character of the Millennium, or have 
any hesitation on the subject, I shall proceed, and 
offer a few thoughts, briefly, on the second Advent 
of Christ. 



Section II. — Of the second coming of Christ, 

t 

It is a matter of absolute certainty, that Chris 
Jesus will come once more in person, to visit this lower 
world which he has created and redeemed. While 
his disciples were looking at him ascending into heaven, 
the Angels that stood by said, '* This same Jesus which 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like manner^ as ye have seen him go into heaven." 
Acts i. 11. '^ Behold, he cometh with clouds, and 
every eye shall see him ; and they which pierced him ; 
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of 
him. Even so, Amen." Rev. i. 7. 

Christ will come but once more in person, and that 
once is called his second coming. We no where read 
of his third coming. He will come in a visible form 
the second time. *^ And unto them that look for him, 
shall he appear the second time without sin unto 
salvatioq." Heb. ix. 28. Now we have only to 
ascertain^ what time his second coming will take 
place. Whether his personal appearance will be 
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atitnected with tbiaes that will lake place at the end 
of time, and not before ; aad ibis alone will fully 
eati^ all sincere inquirH? after truth, that this second 
appearing will take plac« in the last day, "when 
time shall be no loneer ; " — When Jesus shall appear 
the second time, these three Ain^s in particular shall g 
then take place, riz. — The resurrection of alt 1 
dead — The day of judgment — And the universal^ 
conflagration. 

I. The Resurkectios of the dead. 

I would here first of all observe, that there t 
two resurrections frequently expressed, or implied IM 
Scripture; the first is that of the soul, and the secom' 
that of the body. 

I. The first is the spiritual resurrection of the SOU 
from death in sin unto a life of righteoi 
" Awake thou that sleepest and arise from the dea 
and Christ shall give thee light." " The hour i 
coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear tbi 
voice of the Son of God, and they that hear sfaal 
live." ■' Blessed and holy is he that hath part in tl 
first resurrection, on such the second death hath i 
power." Rev. xx. i 

What reason can possibly be assigned for takii^ 
this one portion of the book of Rev 
literal lense, when all the rest of the book is to 
understood figuratively ; especially when the figursl 
is not at all strong, nothing like so strong as the para- 
ble of the dry bones in Ezekiel sxxvii. There the body 
ii mentioned. The bones are said to be clothed with 
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sinews and flesh, and breath infused ioto them that 
they live. But here in Revelation xx, no mention is 
made of the body, only that the souls of the Martyra 
are Ttvived. There is less reason for taking this 
literally, than the prophecy in Ezekiel, which we all 
understand figuratively. 

All that can be fairly understood by the resnrrec 
tion of those that had been slain for the witness of 
Jesus, and for the word of God is, that a race of men 
of like spirit and character with them, shall reign on 
the earth with Christ during the thousand years; just 
for the same reason as John the baptist is called Elias, 
because he so correctly resembled him in cast and 
character, are these called the martyrs 7 

" Blessed and holy are they that have part in the 
first resurrection, on such the second death hath no 
power." Here spiritual life and spiritual death are 
set against each other, and the spiritual life de- 
fends the soul from spiritual and eternal death. The 
resurrectioQ of the body would be no deliverance 
from the second death, the death of the soul. We 
are here informed that there shall be raised up a 
generation of eminently pious men at the commence- 
meat of the thousand years, and that is all. 

" But the rest of the dead lived not again, until 
the thousand years were finished." That is, no genera- 
tion of wicked men shall live on the earth during that 
holy happy period ; but immediately after it, when 
Satan shall be let loose again, a generation of most 
wicked men will soon appear, that shall persecute the 
saints, and seek their destruction, 

2. The second resurrection is that of the bodies of 
all the dead. It will be a general, and not a partial 
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resurrection of all the dead, from the beginning tO^| 
the end of time. Not of some particular classes ; but ^M 
nf nil (u^rt4 nf in4>ii. o-nnrl nnil har\ thi^ riohtfrina ^^ 
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of all sorts of men, good and bad, the righteous 
and the wicked. There will be in the last day a 
»multaneoua riHing of the dead throughont the whole 
world. " Marvel not at this ; for the hour is coming, 
in the which all that are in the grave shall hear 
his voice, and shall come forth, they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life, and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damna- 
tion : " John V. 28. 29. — Here we notice these three 
things. There are two sorts of dead, good and bad ; they 
both rise at the same time, and they all go immediately 
to judgment, which plainly shows that this is at the 
end of the world, and the second coming of Christ. 

It is said in 1 Thess. ir. " That the dead in Christ 
shall rise first." Thia does not mean that they shall 
rise before those that are not in Christ, 
that the righteous and the wicked will arise at one J 
and the same time; when it is said, that the deaAl 
in Christ shall rise first, it must mean that the liyinf J 
saints shall not ascend to the skies, till the dead sainli 
come out of their graves to join them, and then to g*l 
up in one body to meet the Lord in the air, and to * 
be for ever with him in eternal glory. It is no where 
said in Scripture, that I know of, that the righteous 
shall, in point of time, rise from their graves before 
the wicked : for when the archangel's trumpet sounds, 
all that are in their graves shall come forth, and go tsl 
judgment; " There shall be a resurrection of thtf^ 
dead, both of the just and unjust," Acts xxiv. 16. 

The resurrection of all the dead will take place at 
Christ's "SECOND coming;" and bis coming will 
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be at the end of the world, when time shall he no 
more. Let it he kept in miud that Christ will appear 
to the view of men on earth» hut once more, and that 
once b called his second coming ; and that second 
coming of Christ, will take place, when he comes to 
raise the dead, and to sit in judgment. ** They shall 
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory ; and he shall send his 
angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
shall gather together his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other." Though 
the destruction of Jerusalem be alluded to in this 
chapter, yet its chief scope is the second coming of 
Christ to gather his people home, and to punish the 
wicked. The prophecy is double ; but that it alludes 
chiefly to the last day is very evident, for there are 
things saidf which cannot apply to the destruction of 
Jerusalem. 

II. The second coming of Christ will be when he 
comes to Judgement. 

1. There will be a general resurrection, so there 
will be also a general Judgement, one immediately 
after the other. All the dead shall arise together, and 
shall go to Judgement ; and this will take place at the 
end of the world ; and when the judgement is over, the 
conflagration will take place, and time shall be no more. 

At the general judgement in the last day, the grand 
and final separation between the Church of God and 
the world will take place. They were separated before 
secretly, in the eternal counsel, and at their eflectual 
calling ; but in the day of judgement they will be 
separated visibly in the sight of heaven and earth, to 
meet no more for ever. The one shall go into life 
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eternal, and the other into eternnl death. Mark, &ai 

till now, the wheat and the tares grew together 

icparated. The angelsare now sent to gather 
the wheat into the garner, and to burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire. 

The grand transactions of this moat wonderful day 
are distinctly described in Mat. xxv. 31, &c. " When 
the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne 
of his glory. And before htm shall be gathered all 
Dations, and he shall separate them, one from another, 
as a shepherd divideth the sheep from the goats ; 
he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats 
on bis left. Then shall the king say unto them o 
right hand, " Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world." Then shall be say also unto them on the 
left hand, " Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlast- 
ing fire, prepared for the devil and his angels," 

This puts, beyond all dispute, that the two genera- 
tions, of the righteous and the wicked shall not be 
separated till the general judgement in the last day, 
and that they shall be separated then, when Chriit 
shall thoroughly purge his floor. It will be utterly 
impossible to shew that this separation takes pla< 
prior to the Millennium, but it will take place at the 
end of the world. 

2. Christ will make his personal appearance i 
day of judgement, at the end of the world. "And 
every eye shall see him." It is repeatedly and dis- 
tinctly stated in the New Testament, that the » 
Goraing of Christ will be for the express purpose of 
judging the world, at the end of time, when he will 
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gather his chosen people home to heaven, and send his 
enemies down to hell. Hear the Scripture testimony : 
" The Lord Jesus Christ shall judge the quick and 
the dead at his coming." 2 Tim. iv. 1. " And when 
the chief shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away." 1 Peter v. 4. 
** The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power ; when he shall come 
to be glorified in his Saints, and to be admired in all 
them that believe.'* 2 Thess. i. 7—10. 

Carefully mark these two things. — The time when 
Christ shall come to judgement, will be at the end of 
the world, when time shall be no more — And also, 
where he comes from. He descends from glory with 
all the Hosts of heaven in his train ; and was not seen 
before on the earth, from the day he ascended into 
heaven in the sight of his apostles. Therefore, his 
coming to judgement in the last day must be the second 
advent of Christ. He shall appear but once more in 
person, though he will come by his Spirit to reign on 
the earth, during the thousand years. 

IIL The Conflagration. 

1. At the second advent of Christ, there shall be an 
universal conflagration, according to the grand and 
awful description given by St. Peter in his second 
Epistle, ch. iii. *' The day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night , in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat ; the earth also and all the works that 
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are therein shall be burnt up. Seeing then that all ^H 

these things shitll be dissolved, what manner of persons ^M 

^^^— ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godlinesa, ^H 

^^^B looking for and ha^steoing unto the coming of the day ^M 

^^^P of God, wherein the heavens being oq fire shall be dis- ^M 

^^H solved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat," ^1 

And it is very evident that thisvrill take place when 

Christ shall come to raise the dead and to judge the 

» world, for BO we read in Rev, xx. " And I saw a great 
white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face 
the earth and the heavens tied away : and there waa 
found no place for them; and I saw the dead, both 
small and great, stand before God ; and the books 
were opened : and another book was opened, which is 
the book of life ; and the dead were judged out of 
those things, which were written in the books, accord- 
ing to their works. And the sea gave up the dead 

I which were in it ; and death and hell dehvered up the 

^^^^ dead which were in them; and they were judged every 
^^^^ man according to their works. And death and bell 
^^^V were cast into the lake of fire." This is the second 
^^V death. 

^^H From these, and many other similar passages in tbe] 

^^V New Testament, we safely and confidently come to i 

^^^ this cmwlusion, that these three things ; the resurreo-i-j 

tion of all the dead, the general judgement, and thel 

universal conflagration, will take place immediateljM 

one after another in regular and quick succession. \ 

On the sounding of the archangel's trumpet, all (*»| 

dead, small and great, will start from their graved w! 

stand before God in judgement ; and as soon as thv 

Judgement is over, the heavens shall pass away with &: 

great noise, and the elements shall melt with ferv«a(] 
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heat ; the earth also and all the works that are therein 
shall be burnt up. The temple is now finished, the 
scaffoldings are pulled down and burnt up, being of no 
further use. 

2. These three great events must take place after^ 
and not before, the thousand years. For if the ecurth 
is burnt up and consumed before the Millennium, where 
is Christ to reign with the Saints, for a thousand years ? 
The Scripture says, " on the earth." If the conflagra- 
tion is to take place prior to the thousand years, where 
will Satan, when let loose, appear with his numerous 
army ? they will find no earth to stand upon. And if the 
earth is gone, the day of judgement and the resurrection 
are passed, for the three events are so connected toge- 
ther by a chain of divine testimony which can never be 
broken. It is distinctly said in Rev. xx. '' That Satan 
shall go out to deceive the nations in the four quarters 
of the tarth^ when the thousand years are ended." 
Then it follows, of course, that the earth is not yet 
consumed, and that the resurrection and the judgement 
are yet to come, and will take place at the second 
advent of Christ, at the end of time. 

REMARKS. 

1. Many have asked when the Millennium will 
commence, but no man has yet been able to answer this 
question with certainty, and perhaps never will be 
able to ascertain the exact time it begins, and most 
likely it will be brought in, not at once in its full splen- 
dour, but in a more gradual manner than is generally 
expected ; there will be the day-star, the rising sun 
and the meridian light. 
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One tiling we know to a certainty, that very great 
tventi must first come lo pass before the Millennium is 
ushered in, ouch as the destruction of tntidetity and all 
anti-christs, in the whole world. The gospel must be 
preached to all nations : the Jews must be converted 
to Christianity, and all the beatheu nadoos must turn 
from idolatry to the living Gud. In a word, all nations 
will flow into Sion, about the commencement of the 
thousand years. These things must, of course, take 
up a long: period of time, so that the Millennium j 
evidently is not yet at the door. 1 

It is very true that there are many remarkable evenli 
taking place in the present day, which carry the 
appearance of the distant dawn of the future Millen- 
nial Sabbath. What mean all the religious Inslitutiaiia 
which have lately appeared, for the first time, on the | 
earth? What means the sending of missionaries 
preach the gospel in all lands? What means the j 
immense pains now taken to give Christian education 
to the rising generation, in every Christian country? 
Above all, what means that new Spirit which has, of I 
late years, fallen on all the dark nations of the earth, I 
loosening their attachment to idolatry and superstitions, 
and inclining them to hear about Christ and salvalioo I 
by grace ? These things, indeed, appear to be the I 
fore-runners of Christ, to prepare the ways of 
Lord, before hia coming. 

2. What is to he the state and character of the 1 
inhabitants of this world, during the Millennium! i 
Will they be alt perfectly holy and happy? Or nil I 
extremely wicked and miserable '> Or will there be I 
a mixture of both ? 

If they are all perfectly holy, there will be no 1 
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rease of population, but will always coulinue of the 
ne number like the angels. Or, if they are all 
■wicked men, and enemies to God, how can Christ 
reign ID communion with these on the earth for a thou- 
sand years. But if a mixture of both, some perfectly 
holy and others very vile and wretched, each party 
must he very unhappy and miserable, while they 
dwell on the same earth, and be in each other's company. 

K Should it be said that Christ, at the commencement 
the Millennium, will take all his holy generation up 
the skies, and leave the inhabltauts of this world in 
iir present state, some good, and some bad ; in 
that case Christ does not reign with the Saints on the 
earth, if they ascend up to the skies. And if the 
inhabitants of the earth will consist of righteous and 
wicked men, will any of the righteous die ? and if they 
die, when will they rise again from the dead ? If at the 
and of the thousand years, bow many resurrections 
are we to have, when the Scripture never speaks but 
of one general resurrection of the bodies of mankind. 

3. What will be the population of this earth during 
the thousand years, is another question which no man 
can correctly answer, with any certainty. There are 
sufficient grounds to conclude that they will be nume- 
rous, as the sand on the sea shore, iunumerable. ^11 
those occurrences which occasion the death of millions 
will be done away. Men will live regularly and tem- 
^^^Eperately in every respect. There will be no drunken- 
^^^Btess, gluttony, lascivipusness or profligacy of any kind 
j^^^pllowed among men. No plague, pestilence, perils, 
nakedness, or the sword will be known upon earth. 
Men's minds will be in a happy state, full of peace, 
contentedness and joy. ^'heu the world is brought 
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into sucb a blessed stale, iomnnerafale lives will prob- 
I ably be spared till ihey die, from the decay of nature, 
in a good old ^e. 

In Isaiah Isv., we read that during tbia boly period 
of time, that " There shall be no more thence, an 
It of days ; nor an old man that bath not filled hie 
days: for the child shall die an hundred years old, 
but the sinner being an hundred years old, shall be 
accursed. " The days of a tree are the days of my 
people." It is said also in Zech. xii. " He that is 
feeble among them, at that day shall be as David, and 
the house of David sball be as God, as the angel of 
the. Lord before them." I'his clearly shews that there 
will be a remarkable health, strength and lonitevity ia 
(hose days, when " The people shall be all righteous," 
is, upon the whole, very evident that the inhabi- 
I tants of this earth, during the thousand years will be 
' incalculably more numerous than in all former period? 
of time, put together. So that some have computed 
that by very far a greater number of the children of 
men will be saved, during the Millennium, and go to 
glory, than will be lost and sent to destruction from 
the foundation of the world. A most delightful c<»- 
sideration. 

lere are various opinions respecting the time whea 
fttiie Millennium will take place, but, upon the whole, 
^ the most probable conjecture is, that it will be the 
^nth thousand years of the world ; and as to the 
duration of that most glorious period, why not under- 
stand it literally in the language of Scripture — a thou- 
Lud years I or it may be much lunger for any thing 
e can tell. 
4. And when theae thousand years are ended, daya 
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of tremendous darkness will come again on the earth. 
The glorious sun of the Millennium will set, the bright 
day will turn to a dismal night, and darkness will 
cover the earth once more. When we consider the 
high privileges, the holiness and the happiness which 
filled the earth during the thousand years, it is, indeed, 
lamentable to hear that men so soon turn away from 
God, and rebel against Christ and his Church. 

It may be accounted for in this way. God will 
draw his Spirit from the earth. Satan is let loose 
again, to re-establish his visible dominion in this world* 
Sin abides still in human nature for Satan to work 
upon. The holy generation dies off, and a new gene- 
ration of most wicked men comes after them, and fill 
the four quarters of the globe. 

Even then Christ will have a Church upon earth, 
however small. It will be hated and persecuted to 
the uttermost, by this most wicked generation, which 
hate Christ and his religion to such a degree that they 
seem determined to put a full end to his Church upon 
•earth. It is said that Satan shall gather them together 
to battle, as the sand on the sea shore, and cover the 
earth for multitude in every direction, and encompass 
the camp of the Saints, in full expectation of extir- 
pating them all from the face of the earth. 

Now God will arise to show mercy and judgement, 
Mercy on his persecuted Church in her distress. He 
will surround her as with a wall of fire, and be unto 
her a strong tower from the face of her enemies, and 
will hide her under the wings of his mercy. He will 
come also in flaming fire to take vengeance on his 
enemies and bum them up on every side. This period 
of time which will begin immediately after the Millen-* 
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uiura, will be dark and terrible beyond aiiy pre- 
cediug period ; but it will be of rery short duration. 
It is said "that Satan shall be loosed for a Utile 



These myriads of murderous persecutors that threaten 
to devour the whole Church of Gud on the earth, are 
called Gag and Magog , because they so much resemble, 
in spirit and character, the Gog and Magog vrhich come 
against the Jews at the commencement of the Millea- 
nium, when they return to Christ, and embrace Chris- 
tianity. When this short, but dismal period ends, 
then the general resurrection, the general judgement 
and the universal conflagration will all take place, 
without any intervals between. 

5. "And I saw anew heaven and a new earth: 
for the first heaven and the first earth were passed 
away, and there was no more sea." Kev, sxi. It is 
not made known to man on earth, whether God will, 
or will not, annihilate any thing that he has created. 
The whole creation, for any thing we can tell, may, 
form or another, eternally esist. Nor is it a 
.natter of certainty that God will ever add one atom 

bis first creation. And to think that he will form 

new world out of the materials of the old one, is 
nothing more than an unfounded conjecture. 

What then are we to understand by " the new hea- 
ven and the new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous- 
ness 1 " This must mean the celestial state, the eternal 
habitation of the people of God. As the old earth 
and the old heaven suited their condition, and answered 
their purposes during their abode on earth ; so will the 
new heaven and the new earth be such as will suit 
their new and spiritual condition and fully answer their 
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purpose for an everlasting dwelling place. In what 
region will it exist, is a matter of indifference. 

The new heaven and the new earth can mean nothing 
more than the place and stale where Christ and bis 
people shall spend eternity together. How often does 
the Son of God our tSavionr, assure the children of his 
grace that they shall be for ever with him in gloTy. 
" Father, 1 will that they also, whom thou bast given 
me, be with me where 1 am ; that they may behold 
my glory." John xvii. Then v 
that the new heaven and the ne 
presence of Christ, and the p 
dwell for ever. 



e may safely conclude 

V earth must mean the 

lace where he and they 



Having now finished 7ny statement of that glorious 
era which is fast approaching, I very sensibly feel 
that my attempt is feeble and imperfect. Had I been 
able to read what others have written on the subject, 
something more regular and complete might have 
appeared. But as I was confined to my own views, 
it is very probable that nothing has been said, but 
what had been said often before, and said better. 
However, studying this doctrine in the Scripture, has 
not been useless to myself; but has convinced me 
more than ever, that the doctrine of the "Personal 
reign" is not to be found in the Scriptures of truth. 

I have studiously waived as many as I could of the 
peculiarities of the good Millennarians, that it might 
not be thought that I was debating with them, when 
my sole aim was to furnish honest inquirers, with lucid 
and correct notions of the true character of the Millen- 
nium. How far I have succeeded must be left for 
others to judge. 
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APPLICATION. 



What has been said in the preceding pages of the 
Millennium, the general resurrection, and the universal 
conflagration, will have but little effect on the miuds 1 
of men, till they come to reflect with seriousness on I 
these extraordinary events. Of all difEculties one of 
the greatest ia to prevail ou men to thiak. There are 
many great readers and talkers, yet but few thinkers. 
The trouble of close thinking is the last thing you can 
prevail on them to perform. Yea, so averse are num- 
bers to this most necessary and profitable empLoyment, 
that they would rather run the risk of being for ever J 
lost, than undertake the trouble of close thinking and I 
serious self-examination. \ 

The point I now feel anxious to draw your attention 
to, is this, The imviense and eternal diference that 
will exist between the people of God and the men of 
the world. that I could be so happy as to prevail 
with some to think deeply and effectually on this most 
interesting aud important subject. Recollect that Jt 
must make an infinite difference to ymiTitelf, which of J 
these two classes you belong to. Whether you arc I 
numbered with the people of God who shall inherit ^ 
eternal life, or with the men of the world, who sh»H 
perish everlas^gly. Whether God is for you or 
Bgainst you, ia of all points the most material, In 
order to decide this momentous question, you must firai i 
ascertain whether you live unto the Lord or unto you*-' 
self and the world. " God is with us, while wi 

ith him." If we forsake him, he will also forsake us. I 
They alone are blessed who have the Lord for their I 
God ; aud they alone are safe, who are hid iu Christ. 
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I, The only point I now wish to fix on your miods 
and hearts is this, the inconceirable, great and endless 
difference between the servants of Christ and the ser- 
vants of sin. In order to see this, trace the history 
of mankind from the beginning to the end of time, and 
you inuy discover it all the way, both in communities 
and in individuals. 1 shall here produce a few remark- 
able instances to assist your meditation. 

1. The difference ia frequently seen in a striking 
manner, while men dwell on the earth. It is seen as 
early as the days of Cain and Abel. It is seen in the 
days of Noah. That righteous man rides triumphantly 
on the flood that drowns a world of sinners. Holy 
Daniel is perfectly safe in the den of lions, but when 
his enemies are cast in, they are instantly devonred. 
" The name of the Lord is a strong tower, the righteous 
fleeth thereunto and ia safe." The three Hebrew 
brethren walked with God when out of the fire, and 
when in the furnace the Son of God walks with th«ii; 
and no flames can hurt where Christ defends. " Who 
is he that can harm you, if ye be followers of that 
which is good?" Their enemies who cast them into 
the furnace, are soon consnnied by the flames which 
they had kindled for the servants of God. 

You may see this immense difference more strikingly 
yet in communities. It ia very visible in the whole 
history of Israel , from first to lost. What a remarkable 
difference has Jehovah made between these, his chosen 
people, and the rest of mankind ! They are always 
under the protection of the Almighty, when their adver- 
saries are left without defence in times of danger. 
While darkness covers the land of Egypt, there is light 
in Goshen. When the plagues distress and destroy 
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the Egyptians, God's Israel are free and unhurt. 

When there is one dead in every house of the servants 

of Pharaoh, the blood of the Pascal Lamb is a defence 

to Israel ; and when Pharaoh and his hosts sink in the I 

mighty waters, Moseaand all Israel are singing joyfully i 

on the shore. 

In Babylon also, we see how the Lord is 
for his beloved Israel, and delivers them out of the | 
hands of their enemies. Their death warrant is signed 
and sent out into all the provinces; but the Lord hides | 
them, and puts their enemies to the sword. Haughty ( 
and malicious Haman commands a lofty gallows to be I 
erected for pious Mordecai, the servant of the Lord; 
hut Haman himself shall be hanged on that very ] 
^llows which he designed for holy Mordecai. 

The angel of the covenant which carried Israel safely 
through the wilderness will be the refuge and defence 
of his Church all the way, till their enemies are sub- 
dued, and their dangers over. " God is a refuge for j 
UB, a very present help in trouble; therefore will not J 
we fear, though the earth be removed, and though tbel 
mountains be carried into the midst of the sea. There 
is a. river the streams whereof shall make glad the city 
of God." The Lord fought for Israel and agaiiut 
their enemies in every age of the Christian Church, 
and will continue to do so, even to the end of the 
world. Sucb is the difference between men and men 
while they dwell on the earth. 

2, The difference will still he far more strikingwheit' 1 

they come to leave this lower world ; the difference of 4 

their state and condition was truly great while they f 

lived on earth ; the one being in a state of salvation, 

and reconciled to God, while the other was under 'I 
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condemDation, and at enmity with God* At death 
this immense difference will be made manifest to 
themselves. 

The torments and misery of the ungodly after death 
will be far beyond the power of language to describe, 
or heart to conceive. Christless men will, in the hour 
of death be stripped of all their pleasures and enjoy- 
ments ; their privileges of every kind will be gone by 
for ever ; no temple, no throne of grace, no hope of 
mercy where they go ; they shall never more hear the 
joyful sound of the gospel of the grace of God ; nothing 
then but darkness and despair, the wormwood and 
the gall. 

How is it with the men of grace in the day of death ? 
They leave all their evil things behind. The body of 
sin and the body of flesh drop ofi^ together : the body 
of sin sinks into eternal oblivion, to rise no more : the 
body of flesh shall rise again to put on a pure immor- 
tality : they take with them all that is holy and spiri- 
tual : they have Christ in their hearts, the kingdom of 
God within them, and heaven secured by an everlasting 
covenant. The angels of God receive their departing 
spirits, to conduct them to the mansions of bliss^ pre^ 
pared for them in the heavens. 

'* Say ye then to the righteous that it shall be well 
with him ; but woe to the wicked, it shall be ill with 
him." How shall you die ? In the Lord, or in sin ? 
Careless as you now may be, it will make no small 
difference to you, in death, whether your soul sinks 
into hell, or ascends to glory. 

3. At the Millennium the difference between the 
friends and enemies of Christ will be made manifest to 
•the world. And the difference will be immensely great. 
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God's enemies in those days will go under the name o^^H 
Gog and Magog. Their number, both before and after^H 
the Millennium, wilt be as the sand of ihe sea, for ^^ 
multitude, and all united in their effort to destroy the 
Church of Christ: but deatructiou will come upon 
themselves like a whirlwind, and a lire from heaven will ^_ 
consume them all. Such is the lot of the wicked. ^H 

How different will it be with the servants of God^M 
in those days! "The kingdom shall be given to the ^H 
Saints," and they shall reign with Christ on the eartb ^H 
for a thousand years ; and after the thousand years oC ^H 

» happiness on the earth are expired, they shall be rea^H 
moved into the kingdom of God in the heavens, to ^| 
reigu with Christ for ever and ever. ^^ 

4. In the resurrection at the last day, the difference ^H 
between the Sons of God, and the servants of sin, will 
be far more visible than ever, The sons of God will 
come forth from their graves with their bodies shining 
as the sun in its strength, when their souls shall be full ^H 
of inexpressible joy in God. In looking at Christ^^l 
coming in his glory, the whole army of the redeemed^^^ 
will sing together, "This is our God, we have waited 
for him, and he will save us with an eveilasti^gr 
salvation." 

All Christless sinners shvW, in the resurrection, be 
found without hope and without God in the world; 
tilled with tremendous darkness, horror and despair. 
Their enjoyments arc all gone by forever, and their: 
torments come on like a stream of fire that never shalu 
^t quenched. ' 

Sinner, what an inconceivable difference it will 
make to ytiuraelf, to which of tbese two generations 
you shall belong in the resunectioa ; whether youdiaU 
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be found in the ranks of the sons of God, or with t\fe 
captives of Satan. This may appear to you now a 
thing of small moment, but not so when you rise from 
your grave ; those that you go with now, you must go 
with in the resurrection. Lay this to heart, and turn 
to the Lord your God. 

6. In the day of Judgement, the difference between 
the people of God and the rest of mankind will be 
infinite, final, and to endure for ever. Attempting to 
describe the happiness and glory of the men of grace, 
or the degradation and extreme misery of the servants 
of sin in that day, would be attempting an impossibility, 
and that we shall all feel and confess when that tre- 
mendous day arrives. 

The Saints will all be seen dwelling in Christ and 
Christ in them ; clothed with his righteousness, cleansed 
with his blood, beautified with his image, and en- 
riched with his salvation ; how inexpressible will be 
their joy and transport when they hear the Judge, 
from the throne, saying unto them, ** Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world, and enter into the 
joy of your Lord ; go in to Zion and dwell there for 



ever.** 



Turn and look at the wicked in the day of judgement. 
How tremendous the sight ! They have no grace, no 
salvation, and no hope of mercy. All is v darkness, 
horror, and despair; and this to last for ever. When 
they hear the Judge, from the throne, saying unto 
them, *' Depart ye cursed into everlasting fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels," then shall they under- 
stand and feel the guilt and danger of rejecting Christ, 
and neglecting his great salvation ; the day of grace 
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1 then be gone by, and nerer to return, 
and portion are fixed for eternity. 

Ye Saints and sinaere, what a difference it will mal 
to every one of you, what state you are found in, i 
with what people you shall be numbered in that dec 
i day ; you must be there ; you must be acquitted'' 
condemned ; you must ascend to the heavens, or 
sink into endleaa toroienta. Now assure your own 
soul of all this : press it home on your own conscience ; 

i from the wrath to come, and take refuge : 
Christ Jesus, 

I. At the time of the universal confiagTatioa, 
very different will be the condition of the godly a 
ungodly. The godly will be in a place of safety, frel 
from dangers, having fled in time to the refuge pro 
vided for them. And now when the world i 
blaze and the elements melt with fervent heat, they si 

Itriurophantly in their high tower and castle of defend 
" ^Salvation hath God prepared for walls and bulwarks.^ 
Where will the ungodly appear when the wh(4 
creation, like Sodom, burns ? Where is their shelttf 
and place of defence 7 Whither can they flee, 
liud a refuge from the storm ? No where, for they 
neglected the refuge in the day of grace. And now they 
are found naked, and exposed to the consuming fire. 
Take some pains to realize these views till your 
heart is deeply impressed with the immense difference 
that will exist between the godly and ungodly ij 
last day. At the same time feel assured that you sht 
see that day of trial, and take your plac 
portion with the people to whom you belong here fli 
earUi, whether godly or ungodly, holy or unholy. 
7. After all these great events take place, eterm 
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comes on. It is there aloue that the infinite difference 
between the men of grace and the men of the world 
will appear to the uttermost, for the difference will 
endure for ever ; and, as far as we can conceive, will 
be always increasing. 



CONCLUSION. 

It is time to ask, do you truly believe ^and feel con- 
vinced , that such extraordinary events as death, the 
resurrection, the day of judgment and eternity, are 
yet to come ? And are you convinced that there will 
be an immense difference in the condition of the rege- 
nerate and unregenerate in the eternal state ! '* Seeing 
then that all these things shall come to pass, what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversa- 
tion and godliness, looking for and hastening unto the 
coming of the day of God." 

And are not you yourself deeply concenied in all 
these interesting events which are yet to come ? Yes, 
and as deeply concerned in them all, as any man that 
ever lived, or ever shall live. For must not you die 
and soon change worlds ? You must also rise from 
the dead, and stand before God in judgement. And 
after that, you must live for ever, in glory, or in tor- 
ments, as your state and character are found in death. 
Can you make light of these things ? Sinner, '* prepare 
to meet thy God." 

The Lord is coming ; he hath appointed the day 
when he shall appear — that day is kept secret in the 
counsel of the Father, but Christ will come suddenly 
when the careless world least expect him. O then 

c 
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watch aoJ pray, gird up the loins of your mini]. 

your lamps and stand ready to receive your 

bis coming — be constantly looking for that blessed 

hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and 

our Saviour JesuB Christ. Blessed are all they 

long for his appealing, and are getting ready to meet 

him as their Saviour and their Judge. 

What preparation is absolutely necessary? — We.' 
must pass fvom death to life, and Irom the kingdom of 
Satan into the kingdom of God's dear Son — we 
put on Christ, live upon him, and live for him- 
must accept of all that Christ offerelh unto us, and 
give to hira all he requireth of us — we must live by 
faith on the Saviour, and feed our souls upon him, that 
we may be changed into the same image, and be 
renewed in the spirit of our minds, till all things 
become new. Such is the preparation necessary for. 
the coming of our Lord and Saviour. May 
ready to meet him at his coming, and rejoicf 
salvation. Amen. 

N.B. When you shall have spent some millions of 
ages with the Saints in glory, or with condemned sinners 
in the torments of hell, you will then have far raore 
correct views and more impressive thoughts on this 
most interesting subject, than is possible for you to have 
while you dwell on earth. Know now that your own 
lot and portion will soon be fised for eternity — then 
pause and ask with deep concern this solemn question, 
' Whither am I travelling, and what shall be my state, 
condition and inheritance in the eternal world ? ' Disi 
not this weighty question vrith merely cxprcssinjc y 
vain hope that all will be well, though you know 
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how. More perish through' sach delusiv^e hopes than 
in any otherivay. Then take beed to 'yourself, and 
see that you build on tho rock ^' t^t you flee from 
the wrath to come, and hide ycmi^self in Christy 
the only safe refuge for sinners. Then, when you 
come to leave this world below, you will ascend with 
joy and triumph into the realms of glory, to be for 
ever with the Lord. 



THE END. 
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